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OF  THE 

SHEFFIELD 

QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE, 

HELD  IN 

Xlie  Hall  of  sielence,  l%oelElnii:liam  Street, 

DECBMBEE  S3d,  l'8  49. 


IfreeiOent. 

CRANDELL  DUNN. 

WALTER  SAVAGE  & J.  S.  LEES. 
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The  Conference  assembled  at  half-past  Ten  o’clock,  on  Sunday 
Morning’,  December  2^^d,  1841),  was  called  to  order.  It  was  moved 
by  J.  V.  Long,  seconded  by  J.  S.  Lees,  that  Llder  Crandeli  Dunu 
piH  side  over  tlie  Meeting — Carried.  Also  moved  and  carried  that  Walter 
Savage  act  as  Clerk,  a.-^isted  by  J.  S.  Lees,  for  the  day.  Elder  (r. 
Koilger  then  arose  and  gave  out  a hymn,  which  the  choir  .sung,  then 
prayer  was  offered  up  to  the  eternal  Father  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
by  Elder  G.  l-odger.  Another  song  of  Zion  was  then  sung,  after  which 
Elder  C.  Dunn  arose,  and  exprest  his  happiness  to  meet  with  so  uiany 
of  liis  brethren  in  the  Priesthood  in  the  capacity  of  a conference,  to 
arrange  tiiings  fur  the  welfare  of  the  work  of  God,  according  to  the 
wisdom  he  has  given  us.  Also  desired  an  interest  in  their  prayers,  that 
he  might  counsel  in  righteousness  the  things  which  belong  to  their  peace, 
and  further  sUted  he  was  exceedingly  happy  in  having  the  privilege  of 
introducing  to  the  Conference  Elder  J.  W.  Cummngs,  who  has  been 
aj)pointed  bv  the  pre.sidency  of  the  British  Isles  to  take  ehai-ge  of  the 
Conference  We  shall  not  proceed  in  the  same  order  with  the  Con- 
ference business  as  heretofore;  we  shall  begin  by  taking  the  feelings  of 
the  Saints  upon  the  variuus  authorities  of  the  Church  in  their  order,  and 
then  make  sucli  arrangements  as  may  be  thought  best  for  the  welfare  of 
the  work,  in  appointing  the  I'ilders  tlieir  different  fiehls  of  labour.  And 
in  the  afternoon  1 intend  to  give  you  a general  account  of  the  work  of 
God  in  the  Conference  siure  I came  here,  and  also  to  inform  you  how  I 
stand  with  the  ofhce  in  LiverpuC  tur  books  and  stars,  &c.. 

Last  Sunday  we  called  a Conference  in  Xottiugham,  and  transacted 
.<ucli  business  as  we  deemed  wisdom  for  the  benefit  ot  the  work  ot  God 
in  that  part  of  the  Conference,  all  of  w iiit'li  will  be  laul  before  you  this 
day  for  your  approval.  lie  next  called  for  the  number  of  Uthcers  pre- 
sent, when  the}'  were  ascerta'ned  to  be  as  follows: — One  High  Priest, 
one  .'^eventy,  twenty-two  Elders,  twenty-one  Priests,  twelve  'ieachers, 
and  five  Deacons.  ^ 

Elder  Dunn  then  remarked  he  wished  the  Saints  to  act  with  freedom, 
and  as  some  motions  of  impm-tance  would  next  be  brought  before  them, 
hoped  they  would  vote  according  to  the  feelings  of  their  hearts,  either 
f r or  against,  as  he  wished  every  thing  manifested  in  its  true  character 

It  was  then  moved  by  Elder  C.  Dunn,  seconded  b\  Hd.u’  G.  Rodger 
that  we  acknowledge  and  sustain  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C Kimbell. 
and  ^tiVillard  Richard.s  as  the  first  Presidency  of  the  Church  of  Je.su8 
Chri>t  of  Lattkh  Day  Saints,  throughout  all  the  woi-ld 

Moved  by  Elder  C.  Dunn,  seconded  by  l lder  J.  V.  Long,  that  we 
sustain  and  uphohl  the  twelve  Apo.stles  in  their  calling  as  special  wit 
nesses  for  God  throughout  all  the  world. 

Moved  by  Elder  C.  Dunn,  seconded  by  Elder  Lee.s,  that  we  sustain 
and  uphold  by  our  faith  and  prayers.  Elder  Orson  Pratt,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  British  Isles. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  Long,  that  we  accept 
the  appointment  of  J.  W.  Cummings,  by  Pre.sideut  0.  Pratt,  as  the 
President  of  this  Conference,  and  uphold  him  by  our  faith,  means,  and 
prayers. 
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Moved  by  the  Pjvsident,  seconded  by  Elder  Kodger.  that  Klder  Long 
still  retain  the  Presidency  of  the  Shefiield  Branch  ; that  his  whole  time 
be  aiven.u})  t-j  the  ministry,  and  devote  a portion  of  the  same  to  Rother- 
ham and  vicinity  j and  that  Elder  J S.  Lees  be  his  counsellor,  and 
preside  in  his  absence. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  Rodger,  that  Elder  \V- 
Brewerton  te  removed  from  Chesterfield,  to  take  the  charge  of  Notting- 
ham and  vicinity 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  W.  Brewerton,  that 
Elder  T.  Hardy  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  ministry,  and  go 
to  labour  in  Chesterfield  and  vicinity. 

Moved  by  the  President,  and  seconded  by  Elder  Hardy,  that  Elder 
Roper  take  the  Presidency  of  the  Woodhouse  Branch,  and  be  released 
from  Attercliffe  Branch,  over  which  ho  has  presided. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  Ibdger,  that  Elder 
Martin  Slack  preside  over  tlie  Mansfield  Branch,  and  labour  in  Mans- 
field Woodhouse,  Sntton,  and  vicinity. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  I'y  J'-Ider  Ro{)er,  that  Priest 
Polluce  preside  over  the  Atferclilfe  Branch. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  Lees,  that  Elder  James. 
Wadsworth,  preside  over  the  Pilley  Branch. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  Lees,  that  Elder  b’. 
Palfreman  preside  over  tlie  Stainl  ro’  Branch. 

Moved  by  tlie  Pi-esident,  and  seconded,  that  Elder  Yeardly  preside 
over  the  Doncaster  Branch. 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  b}’’  Elder  Long,  that  Ehler  J.  W- 
Cummings  be  the  general  Book  Agent  for  this  Conference. 

All  the  ffbove  motions  without  an  exception  were  carried  unanimously. 

The  Pre.sident  then  introduced  i.lder  Cummings,  who  ai'^e  and  ex- 
pi*est  him.self  happy,  although  a stranger  to  the  Sheffield  Saints,  having 
never  before  'isited“  this  place  ; he  felt  highly  satisfied  with  the  business 
of  the  morning  so  far,  and  as  be  was  unacquainted  with  the  Con- 
ference, he  trusted  to  the  wisdom  of  President  Dunn,  who  Inew  the 
condition  of  all  parts  of  the  same,  Ivelicving  that  all  was  done  for  the 
best;  bo]dng  that  the  President  el  i!ic  viirinus  brjmebes  in  ibe  Conler- 
ence  would  be  united  with  him  in  helping  to  push  forward  the  gr«tt 
work  of  God  in  these  last  days,  that  bis  purposes  mieht  Le  accompushed, 
and  his  people  gathered  and  rest  in  peace. 

lie  was  glad  to  see  the  union  of  ihe  meeting  in  voting  to  sustain  the 
resolutions  wliich  had  come  before  them,  but  it  was  an  easy  matter  to 
lift  up  their  hands  to  vote,  did  they  know  tlie  nature  of  it ; it  was 
entering  into  covenant  to  do  a certain  work,  and  a neglect  of  that  duty^ 
was  a violation  of  that  covenant ; he  therefore  urged  the  necessity  of 
being  true  and  faithful  in  the  position  we  had  taken,  and  then  we 
should  accomplish  our  object. 

'1  he  m’^eting  then  wa.s  dismissed  witli  a benediction  from  Elder  W . 
Brewerton,  and  adjourned  till  two  o’clock. 
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Meeting  opened  in  the  usual  way  at  two  o’clock  m the  aiternonn, 
Uder  Dunn  then  read  the  representations  of  the  various  branches  as 
contained  on  the  second  page,  and  then  spoke  ol  the  condition  and 
numher  of  the  Conference  when  he  came  to  Shoflield,  which  was  as 
follows : — 

Twelve  branches,  610  Member;  including  fourteen  Elders,  forty-one 
Priests,  sixteen  Teachers,  and  eleven  Deacons. 

At  the  present  time  the  Conference  numbers  twenty  six  Branches, 
1789  Memtiers,  including  fifty-three  hlders,  101  i’nesls,  sixty-iour 
Teachers,  and  thirty-four  Deacons. 

Uuriu"  inv  presidency  two  years  and  a half,  there  has  been  1S3  cut 
ofi‘  ihivtv-llirce  dead,  160  emigrated.  136  removed,  and  li.,9i  bajmzed, 
wl.ich  le.-ves  an  increase  of  1179,  and  brings  ii;  louneeu  aumuonul 
Ilaii.ches,  thii'ty-uim'  Elders  fifty-nine  Pnesis,  loriy-eiglu  1 cachets  and 
twenty -tbree  Deacons. 

The  number  of  stars,  books,  and  tracts,  sold  in  the  Conference  during 
geiicy,  is  as  follows 18261  Stans,  991  Dyuin  Books  1 / “ 


Books 

Voices  of  'V anting. 


of  Mv.rmoii,  151  Doctrine  and  (.'ovenauts,  3/y 
208  Spencers  leiteis,  bound,  3,916  in  sheets;  66 

(he  Dosnel,  9,100  part  1st,  2d,  and  3d,  Kingdom  of  Gol.  1,000  4ih  part, 
2600  Divine  Authorities,  1,600  liema  kable  Visions  1000  Heplies  to 


2,600  Diviiie  Authorities, 

Kemar’m-  on  Moruionism,  500  New  Jerusalems. 

i lie  Hinouiii  owing  to  the  Ofiice  3 

£86  17 

Books  in  hand  to  balance  the  above,  £26  I 0 
Standing  out  in  the  various  branches  29  9 4 

Cash  in  fiaiid, *' 


4 

H 


£4  6 Oh 


6 11 


£86  17  3i 


This  account  shows  the  agent  in  debt  to  the  Ofiice  £4.  6s.  0^ 


The  Pifsident  tlicn  said  he  wa.p  glad  to  see  the  8ainls  so  willing  to  take 
ihevaiiousi-iibiicuiioiis,  and  adihcd  ihem  uouo  slacken  in  their  ti.d;  av,. ms 
in  the  spreading  of  the  piintodwmd;  keep  uj)  these  Book  Socieiies,  see 
what  <'Ood  ihev  have  done  alreacy,  h«w  manv  scuies  that  liave  hteii  enalm  d 

to  obtain  hooks  bv  this  means  that  were  ;.oi  able  lu  g,  i li.cut  in  any  <.;ncv 

wa- . It  is  also  the  dutv  of  every  officer  in  the  cl.aich  to  use  ah  h;s  i-  - 
fiuence  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  blar,  many  ol  the  toung  hiuli.cr 
anti  sisters  stand  much  iii  their  own  light  in  this  thing;  it  iS  oiivn  iIjo  ca.se 
that  there  av.‘  li  av  or  live  young  men  and  women  in  the  same  house  who 
do  not  take  tiie  Stats  because  their  father  takes  them  ; this  should  not  he 
the  case,  those  young  men  may  become  heads  ol  families,  and  those  \oung 
women  may  become  wives  and  moiheis,  and  ail  should  have  the  8iav8  well 
and  subsuuilially  bcund.  laying  on  their  biok  shelves,  together  with  the 
i'ible,  Hook  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and  (.  oveiiums,  &c.&c.  as  a foundation 
for  a family  library.  The  Star  Agents  are  positively  forbidden  to  sell 
anv  books  stars,  Ac.  on  credit,  therefore  let  none  of  tlie  Saints  think 
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it  hard  at  being"  refused  credit.  Me  also  stated  that  as  soou  as  the  busi- 
ness of  this  day  wa.s  concluded,  Brother  (Jumiuing-s  will  enter  upon 
his  duties  as  President,  of  this  Conference  in  his  stead.  He  felt  to 
recommend  Elder  Cummings  as  a faithful  servant  of  Godj  he  has  been 
in  the  Church  some  time,  and  has  had  some  ex])erience  in  presiding  as 
well  as  preaching;  he  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  him,  and  hoped  the 
Saints  would  uphold  and  sustain  Elder  Cummings  us  they  hatt  sustained 
and  tipheld  himself  since  he  had  been  among  them,  both  by  their  faith, 
means,  and  prayers,  and  adhere  to  his  counsel  and  teaching,  and  ad- 
minister to  the  wants  of  Ijis  family  ; by  doing  so  the  Lord  will  bless  you, 
and  the  great  work  of  God  will  roll  on  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard, 
and  scores  he  brought  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ; and  in  due  time  you 
will  see  the  fruits  of  your  labours;  and  many  that  now  are  in  darkness, 
and  know  but  little  of  the  truths  of  heaven,  rejoicing  with  you  in  the 
fulness  of  the  gospel.  All  the  Saints  liave  got  a work  to  do,  and  can 
assist  in  rolling  on  the  kingdom  of  God  ; and  the  more  faithful 
you  are  in  keeping  his  commandments,  the  more  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  you  will  enjoy,  and  tlie  sooner  you  will  be  delivered  from 
this  land  of  sorrow  and  distress  and  be  gathered  with  the  faithful  to 
Zion,  and  assist  in  building  a temple  to  the  God  of  Abraham,  l.-iiiac, 
Jn.'j!H])li  and  Hyram,  in  the  mountains  of  Israel,  where  the  {)Ower  of 
Elijah’s  God  will  be  manifested  to  the  J^uints  as  in  days  of  old.  'i  here 
are  now  and  then  a few  who  for  paltry  sum  of  a few  shillings  bring 
disgrace  on  themselves  and  otliej  .s,  and  the  innocent  and  just  suffer  witli 
the  onjust  for  a time  until  their  works  are  more  fully  manilest,  which 
otherwise  cannot  be  hid,  and  eventually  be  st'vered  from  the  Church  — 
He  was  sor.y  to  say  there  were  some  few  holding  the  Priesthood, 
who  through  tlie  jtressing  times  had  got  involved  in  dfbt,  and  tlirough 
cin  umstanccs  had  been  obliged  to  leave  and  remove  to  otiier  parts  in 
the  Conference,  who  had  done  so  without  making  any  agreement  satis- 
factory to  the  minds  of  their  creditors,  and  therelbre  bringing  a disurace 
upon  themselves.  He  wi'uld  ask  such  like  if  they  thought  t«  honor  the 
priesthood  of  (Jod,  wlio  should  stand  a light  and  saviour  to  the  world 
by  acting  tlm.s?  No!  verily,  no ! but  must  bring  a stigma  upon  the 
cause  tliey  have  espoused,  destroy  their  own  reputation,  and  forfeit,  the 
influence  which  tliey  as  men  of  God  should  enjoy.  He  would  advise 
such  to  read  the  counsel  of  i'.lder  Pratt,  Millenial  Star,  vol.  10,  page 
298;  and  see  if  they  waild  like  tlie  portion  jn-omised  therein  ; if  not,  let 
them  HEPKNT,  and  secure  the  full  fcllowsliip  of  the  Saints,  with  the 
smiles  and  approbation  of  Jehovah. 

He  further  said  there  had  been  some  going  from  place  to  place  in 
the  Conference,  soliciting  and  taking  up  collections  from  the  Saints 
without  the  consent  of  the  President.  He  would  counsel  them  not  to 
encourage  such  subscriptions,  unless  their  certifficates  be  ofHcially  signed 
by  the  President  of  the  Conference,  tliat  they  may  be  protected  from 
imposition,  which  in  a few  instances  had  l;een  the  case. 

He  likewise  gave  some  counsel  to  the  Priesthood,  through  the  Con- 
ference, to  abide  at  home,  and  shine  in  their  own  orbits,  instead  of 
going  about  from  branch  to  branch,  unless  the  President  of  the  Con- 
ference counsel  them  to  do  so,  or  the  presiding  Elder  of  the  brancli 
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invites  them.  This  he  said  would  preserve  ^ood  order  so  essential  and 
necessary  towards  the  present  happiness  and  prosperity  oi  the  work. 

foTl^theyW™^ 

tLl  k V “r‘  ’’■■“and 

him  "oSer^  ss; 

mS  anTofttie  Officers  become  aware  of  the  tact  of  a Memlier  of  the 
Sell  heins-  in  their  neighbonrhood,  without  joining  him  or  herself  to 

s«v!ii^:!%^^ir^'s'^^ 

Serflie.ri.™— ^oftlmse^h^ 

juiilur  ruiniki.  u i- . jnid  \nve ihein  printeil  for  circolaiiou  tlirungh 

SI  cLZ.  die  PresidelilA  hoped  .h« 

the  i„  ,heir  own  light  ill  tins  respect,  but  alwaj  s 

he  willm^.oobLrve  lhat  order  which  will  ullimaicly  secure  their  peace  and 
freedom. 

the  following  bbbolutions 

WEBB  THEN  BROUGHT  BEFORE  THE  CONrERENCEl 

. — Siri=sci:c.r 

■”..n  w E.»,i-..~“  ss 

of  the  labours,  teaching,  i,ee„  called  to  labour  in  the  Edin- 

dency  tiithis  Coiilerence,  a that  we  recommend  him  to  the 

boroiigh  otavinw  that  Heaven  may  bless  him 

‘^“f*Se\t”he“Hoh'“piA  and  ;row/his'’labonrs  with  success-earned, 
wiib  more  o , ^ ^ W 'Plder  Lon"  ibat  we  approve  of  the 

Moved  hy  EKter  ami  highly  recomuieiHl  him  to 

labours  and  teaching  of  he  has  been  called  to  labour 

tSg  tlia.  the  wm  ;^s  him  in  his  new  field  o, 

hJiour,  in  rolling  on  the  commendation 

A committee  was  then  appoint  ineeiing  in  theeve- 

for  the  above  faithful  breihren  ; ” meeting  then  adjourned  till  six 

ning  and  approved  of  unanimously.  -The  meeting 
"Xk.  Pmyer  by  Elder  Bodger.  . 


Met  at  Six  o’clock,  the  Meeting  was  opened  in  the  Uiiuai  way.  Tiie 
evei>ing  was  occupied  Joy  Blder  Rodger,  Dunn,  at»d  .C'tymnings^  who  in 
their  several  epeecjic^,  spoke  with  great  spirit  and  energy,^  coimcilling  and 
exoriiiiLT  the  Soinis  to  be  laiihfnl  in  keeping  the  coininandinents  of  (lotl 
Siv«i  ihroHjirh  his  servants  in  these  last  days,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  may 
roll  forth,  the  righteous  hegatheied,  Zion  built,  and  a Way  be  prepared 
lor  theoonaiirg  of  the  Son  ol  Man  in  the  Clofids  of  Heaven, 

C.  f)min  and  Rodger  left  the  Saints  with  the  best  of  feelings,  and 
with  the  confidence,  blessing,  and  be.8t  wishes  of  many  whom  they  had 
brought  to  a luiowledge  :of  the  truth,  and  (many  both  in  and  out  of  tlie 
Church  regretted  their  departure  from  the  Conference. 


AT  TJIF,  CONCLUSION 

T K1  !E  IF.@1LL@WDK1@  I^YUM 

W4S  suns: 

1 O how  glorious  will  be  the  rooming, 

AVlieii  Christ  will  come  on  earth  again- 

The  Saints  of  God  for  him  are  waiting : 

For  a thousand  years  with  him  to  reign. 

CHORUS. 

Repent  and  be  washed  clean  from  sin, 

And  then  a crown  of  life  you’ll  pin, 

For  the  day  we  seek  is  nigh'  is  nigh«t  hand. 

2 Let  us  trim  our  lamps  and  keep  them  burning, 

And  be  ready  when  he  says  -well  done, 

Lest  we  should  die  when  we  behold  him, 

For  his  glory’s  brighter  than  the  sun'. 

3 The  Lamb  and  Lion  will  dwell  together,' 

When  the  righteous  reign  it  doth  commence 
Then  the  second  death  will  have  no  power, 

For  pain  and  death  will  be  banish’d  hence’ 

4 And  now  we  are  the  bride  adorning, 

And  preparing  for  the  great  I am, 

Then  we  shall  all  receive  a blessing, 

At  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 

THE  CONFEH'ENCE  THEN  CONCLUDED  ;by  A BENEDICTION 
FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 
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